.
Energetic attempts are now being made to extend the limit of the abdomino-perineal resection to include the para-aortic chain of nodes, on one or on both sides, as well as to make a complete clearance of the node-bearing tissue in relation to the main vessels of the pelvis and to the adjoining viscera (Deddish, 1950 (a) Following the lead of Brunschwig (1948 Brunschwig ( , 1949 (Bricker, 1950) .
Similar wide local removal is justified for the well-differentiated accessible cancers of the mouth which may be astonishingly late in metastasising to regional nodes.
(6) By a planned attack on recurrent disease. Wangensteen (1949 Wangensteen ( , 1950 In any event, I would find it difficult, in the complete absence of all symptoms, to press with any firm conviction for a further laparatomy. I think it may well be that if Wangensteen has so far failed to convert many surgeons to the philosophy of the second look, his enthusiasm has encouraged not a few to be more venturesome in the management of suspected or of overt recurrence.
There must be many cases now on record where the disappointment of discovering a local recurrence at the site of anastomosis following an anterior resection for a rectal cancer has not deterred the surgeon from carrying out later an abdomino-perineal resection with every expectation of ultimate cure (Goligher, Dukes, Bussey, 1950 Thackray (1949) for the implication of their findings is immensely significant and it has been abundantly confirmed in the recent contribution of Dahl-Iverson (1951) .
If the limit of the resection in depth must be regarded as highly unsatisfactory, nothing better can be said of the upper and lateral limit of lymph node removal, somewhere in the inaccessible corner between the clavicle and the first rib?a significantly long way short, of the point, where the lymph drainage system eludes our further pursuit, by emptying into venous channels. For it was in this area that Andreassen (1947) found-a 21 per cent, recurrence rate after the radical operation, and when later (Dahl-Iverson and Andreassen, 1949) 
